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I, JOSEPH M, STRONG, hereby declare that I am the inventor of the invention set forth in 
application Serial No. 10,757945 in which U.S. Patent No. 4,748,744 (Turner) was cited in a 
rejection of the claims therein. I am familiar with the Turner patent as Turner's U.S. Licensee 
under such patent (Rodman & Co.) and Patrick Lang a part owner of the Turner patent initiated 
patent related litigation against me and my company Joseph A. Thomas Ltd. in the U.S. District 
Court of Rhode Island (00-61 1 ML). As a consequence of such litigation (now settled) and 
during the discovery phases thereof, I conferred with many people both in the U.S. and the U.K. 
about the Turner device and similar devices as to their operation, historical construction 
progression, their strong points and their weaknesses. 

Part of what I discovered was that the Turner device that was in production in the U.K. 
and later imported into the U.S. did not include a circumferential groove in the body by which a 
set screw fixedly attached the die head thereto, but rather a series of four radially equally spaced 
bores such that the head could be positioned in four different positions witii respect to the body. 
A product use insert is attached which insert cleariy indicates that the die is fixedly positioned 
with respect to the body (see OPERATING INSTRUCTION) where it states tiiat a position is 
selected then the screw is used to lock such position. Said screw, when loosened even slightly, 
causes the head to loosen thus rendering the tool inoperable. 



Also during such discussions as well due to my on going business at trade shows in the 
United States where they are admirable demonstrable, I was made aware that a limitation of all 
these nibblers was their inability to work in tight quarters in that the body along with the entire 
hand drill had to turn in conjunction with the head, and it was to solve this well known problem 
that I devised the subject invention. 

That solution is embodied in my above referred to patent application. Thus it is my belief 
that I solved a long known problem of these nibblers that was recognized by prior art 
manufacturers and sales people but who did nothing to solve the problem. Only well after I 
introduced a steerable head nibbler, and only after such met with sales acceptance did others 
include references to such in their trade show demonstrations (yet their product literature both 
printed and web-based video contains no reference or instruction regarding such). This is what 
in my mind is solving a long felt need in a unique and unobvious manner - one which I believe is 
worthy of patent protection. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issued thereon. A <^ i,^--^ 
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